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the excavation ; but in connexion with them we observed tvicker walls, 
made of hazel rods. "Where the wicker walls cross the oak beams, there 
were round holes through the latter for the stakes to go through. In 
the vicinity of these beams a small rude stone implement made of Silu- 
rian grit was found, but it was so rotten, that it broke while the dirt 
was being removed from it. 

The beams in bed No. 3 were charred on the under surface as if they 
had been the beams which supported the roof of an edifice that was de- 
stroyed by fire ; near the north of the island, immediately over these 
charred beams, there was a N.-"W. and S.-E. plank about ten feet long, 
twenty inches wide, and two inches thick ; at about one foot nine inches 
from its N.-"W. end there were two holes through it, four inches by two 
inches, that ran north and south in a line with the north and south piles 
seen on the north shore, and on each side of the plank were upright 
stakes ranging in the same direction. In bed No. 5, near the centre of 
the island, a large heap of wood ashes was found, and innumerable 
quantities of hazelnut shells and a few of walnuts. The bones found 
in the different beds seem to be those of pigs, sheep, and cows. 

From the facts we were able to collect, we may draw the following 
conclusions: — That the base of the artificial work is more than 5-5 feet 
below the present surface of the island ; that it was inhabited at least at 
two different periods, the first of these being when the east and west 
beams formed the floor of the habitations; those habitations seem to have 
been destroyed by fire, which would account for the charred beams. 
After this period the oak sticks and stones irregularly laid were placed 
to form a floor for new habitations. Between these periods we must 
suppose that the waters of the lake rose considerably. 

"Within a mile of Lough Nahinch we find that there are the remains 
of nine rath and raheens in the county of Tipperary, and five or six in 
the King's County ; that there were more would seem likely, as the 
name of the townland on the south of the lake is Lissadonna, and yet 
there is now no trace of a liss or rath in it ; and in other places raths 
are said to have been levelled with the ground. The old castle at Bal- 
lingarry lies about a mile N.-W. of the lake ; it may have been built to 
prevent the natives from re-occupying their island home. 

The Very Rev. the President read a paper 

On Inscribed Monuments in the County of Kerky 

(Lately discovered by himself and his son, Mr. Alfred Graves). 

The monuments now brought under the notice of the Academy appear 
to be nearly related to a class which formed the subject of a paper read 
by Dean Graves to the Academy in February, 1860. The monuments 
then described exhibited inscribed circles, or groups of concentric circles, 
having at the centre small cup-shaped hollows, of from two to four inches 
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in diameter. The monuments to which attention is now directed present 
numbers of the cup -shaped hollows, unaccompanied by circles. 

Five of them are the covering stones of large cromlechs, and Dean 
Graves thinks that there is reason to believe that the hollows were de- 
signedly arranged in certain alignments. The monuments, however, 
have been so much defaced by the action of the weather during hun- 
dreds, perhaps thousands of years, that it is hardly safe as yet to insist 
positively upon this point. 

Dean Graves remarks that the occurrence of these symbols on what 
are undoubtedly sepulchral monuments may help towards the discovery 
of their signification. A huge block, found by Mr. Alfred Graves, at 
Loher, near Darrynane, and exhibiting some of these hollows, serves as 
the covering stone to a sepulchral chamber excavated in the earth under 
it ; a narrow covered gallery, of twenty-four feet in length, constructed 
in the ordinary Way, leads to the subterraneous chamber. Though 
careful search was made in it for human or other remains, nothing was 
found, with the exception of a few fragments of charcoal, and a portion 
of a charred bone. 



The other monuments described in Dean Graves's paper were found 
in the following localities : — One in the island of Valencia ; another, 
near Cahirciveen; a third, near Waterville bridge; and two more, near 
Sneem. 

The Dean concluded by expressing his expectation that artificial 
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hollows would 
be found on 
manyof the co- 
vering stones 
of cromlechs 
on which they 
have not been 
yet observed, 
simply be- 
cause their ex- 
istence was 
not suspected. 
Where the 
surface has 
been much af- 
fected by the 
weather, any 
hollows that 
appear may be 
readily mista- 
ken for natu- 
ral ones ; but 
hollows that 
are certainly 
artificial hav- 
ing once been 
recognised, the 
eye of the an- 
tiquary will 
be prepared to 
observe those 
which are not 
so obviously 
the work of 
man. 

Dean Graves 
noticed some 
other monu- 
ments in Ker- 
ry which ex- 
hibit circular 
hollows, but 
do not admit 
of being class- 
ed along with 
those describ- 
ed in this pa- 
per. 

b. r. a. peoc. — vol. ix. 2 b 
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Mr. George G. Garnett read a paper " On Deep-sea Soundings." 
The Secretary read a paper by Mr. George J. Knox " On the Compo- 
sition of Cadmium, Arsenic, and Nitrogen." 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1864. 

John F. "Waller, LL. D., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

P. Joseph Keenan, Esq., was elected a Member of the Academy. 

Denis H. Kelly read the following paper : — 

Description of two Irish MS. Tkacts bt the Celebrated Dpald 

MC FlRBIS, TRANSCRIBED BT W. HENNESST, EsQ. J AND PRESENTED 
BT HIM TO THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, THROUGH D. H. KELLY, 

M. R. I. A. 

Me. President and Gentlemen, — Mr. "William Hennessy has intrusted 
to me, for presentation to the Academy, this small Book, containing 
faithful transcripts, with the contractions resolved, of two Tracts com- 
piled by the celebrated Duald Mc Firbis, the Amanuensis of Sir James 
Ware, the originals of which are preserved in the Bodleian Xibrary, 
at Oxford, where Mr. Hennessy discovered them in the month of 
August last. 

The MSS. from which these copies have been transcribed are in 
the beautifully minute and well-known handwriting of the learned and 
industrious D. Mc Eirbis ; and, although their contents are comprised 
in the small volume which I now submit to the Academy, the labourers 
in our wide field of Irish Archaeology will, I believe, find in them much 
that is well worthy of careful examination. 

I feel some gratification myself in having suggested to Mr. Hennessy 
the importance of a careful examination of the Irish MS. collections in 
both the British Museum and the Bodleian at Oxford, on the occasion of 
bis kindly undertaking for me to collate my transcript of an Irish MS. 
in which I am -interested with its original in the British Museum; 
and I believe that the volume which forms the subject of my obser- 
vations this evening is only an instalment of the fruits we may look for 
from Mr. Hennessy's visit. 

It will be unnecessary for me to trouble the Academy with any ob- 
servations on the character of Duald Mc Firbis, and the nature of his 
contributions to Irish history, topography, and genealogy. It is well 
known that he was the lineal descendant of the learned compilers of 
the Book of Leacan, the hereditary ollamhs in history and genealogy of 
the Hy Frachrach of the Moy ; and those who wish for further infor- 
mation on the subject will find it on referring to our friend Dr. 
Petrie's Notice in vol. xviii. of the Academy's "Transactions," of our 
lamented friend O'Donovan's archaeological volume on the Tribes, &c, 
of the Hy Fiachrach ; and to our equally lamented friend Eugene 



